Region IV Council
Regular Meeting

Wednesday, November 19, 2014

Church of St. Clement 

PRESENT: 

· Christ Church:  Cindi Bartol; Rev Pierce Klemmt; John Lawson
· Church of St. Clement: Annette Foster
· Church of the Resurrection: Susan Weber ; Beth Wiggers, President
· Emmanuel Church: Vonda Delawie; Barbie Frank, Treasurer; 
· Grace Church: John Berry; Judy Huber; Barry Joyner; Rev. Leslie Steffensen 
· Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill: Rev. Randy Alexander; Rev. David Crosby; Stefanie Reponen
· Meade Memorial Church: none present
· St. Paul’s Church: none present
· Visitors: Mike Oliver [St. Clement]
Our gathering began at 7:30pm with the opening prayer offered by all: printed in agenda from the BCP for The Councils of the Church
Approval of Minutes: proposed by June Huber, seconded by Annette Foster with corrections, passed
Treasurer’s Report: distributed by Barbie Frank; proposed acceptance by David Crosby+, seconded by June Huber, passed.
Dean’s Report: Rev John Hortum absent due to brother-in-law’s death
Executive Board Rep report: none submitted
President’s Report: summary of the fall retreat for Presidents of Regions headed by bishop Gulick.
Old Business: nomination of Youth Delegate from Region IV – email sent to our roster by Cindi Bartol, endorsed by our 3 clergy, and Elizabeth’s letter of interest imbedded in the minutes:
There are many things that need to come together to raise up a youth delegate – date of meeting and commitment to be gone from other activities, canonical requirements, adult workers in the trenches to encourage and support – you get the picture…well, Christ Church has, I strongly believe, a well qualified nominee that is heartily endorsed by all of our clergy. This week, I informed our president Beth Wiggers of this offering from Christ Church to the region for its consideration and want to give you the advance opportunity to read Elizabeth Quill’s letter for consideration.  She also has been a Shrine Mont camper for 7 years both at St. George’s camping times for 6 of those years and last year as a participant in the SHYC where the members participated in service projects – gleaning fields for food, etc so she must be known and have a working relationship with our diocesan staff also.
November 11, 2014

Dear Region IV Members, 

I am writing to express my interest in serving as the youth representative for Region IV to the Diocesan Council in Richmond in January 2015. 

I am a lifelong member of Historic Christ Church Alexandria.  As an active member of the church, I have participated in the Church Choirs for over eleven years and I am currently a youth forum member and leader.   Last year as a member of the High School Youth Forum, I participated in, and helped lead, a Sunday educational forum on hunger with fellow church members and the Reverend David Beckman of Bread for the World, where we organized a letter writing campaign to oppose cutting the SNAP budget.  As a follow-up to the forum, I participated in a small group of youth leaders that advocated for the protection of the SNAP Program on Capitol Hill, meeting with our Congressional leaders Senator Tim Kaine, Senator Mark Warner and Congressman Jim Moran.  

This year in youth forum, I have helped initiate Christ Church’s, and neighboring Episcopal churches, involvement in the Alexandria Gleaning Program at the Old Town Farmer’s Market.  In this program, we have collected leftover food from local farmers (at the end of the market) that would normally go to waste and distributed the fresh produce to our Lazarus Ministry and the Annie B. Rose House, an elderly apartment building in Alexandria.  This fall, I also had the honor to act as celebrant with the Reverend Ann Gillespie on Christ Church's Youth Sunday on October 12th.

I am a junior at TC Williams High School (TCW) where I am a member of the Advanced Choir and serve as Choir Secretary, assisting in schedule organization, announcements and helping the choir run smoothly. For the last two years I have served as a student ambassador for TCW.  This year I was selected as the leader of “Learning Community 11” where I lead a team of students that welcome new students and help them acclimate to a new school and community.

I hope to be a youth representative because I want to represent the church's youth and get them more engaged in the regular function of the church. I also hope to increase their interest and participation with church events.

Thank you for your consideration of my nomination to become the youth representative for Region IV.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Quill, Christ Church Alexandria 

Email: Quille360@gmail.com  Telephone:  703-836-0928
Address: 9 W. Walnut St. Alexandria, Virginia 22301
New Business: 

· Stefanie Reponen nominated, seconded by Cindi Bartol, the Rev. David Crosby, to be the next representative to Executive Board from Region IV following the completion of the 3 year term by Karen Grane at the end of Council 2015. This nomination complies with the lay/clergy rotation of service by our diocesan canons. Mr. Crosby was elected by joyous acclamation!
· Outreach: John Berry, Grace Church, brought us information about Hunger Free Alexandria. 20% of our city’s families are struggling to eat healthy. Christ Church, Grace Church and St. Paul’s Church are among the 18 churches in our city already working/connecting with this program. John is asking our regional churches to consider 3 things: [1] increase our sharing and collaboration, [2] work to raise awareness in our city, and [3] help to make better use of federal funds already available but underused/under accessed. He is advocating for a representative from each of our 8 churches in Region IV and a way to provide training for volunteers to move the conversations forward. 
· Mike Oliver spoke to us about the possible need to discontinue the Bag Lunch program that is located at Meade Memorial Church and supported by many churches in our area, due to the expenses incurred by Meade while hosting this endeavor. He suggests we need to have a conversation with the rector, the Rev Collins Asoyne and with Barbara Cooley, Christ Church, about this concern. The Rev. Pierce volunteered to contact both of them. To assist at this time, it was proposed by Cindi Bartol, seconded by Stefanie Reponen, that Region IV give $1500.00 to assist with the running of this program that takes place in a location where it has the easiest access for those in need.
· The men’s overflow shelter will be open at St. Clement’s from January 2nd through March 15.

· Lenten Series: proposed by the Rev Pierce Klemmt that OPTION B of the 3 plans/topics suggested for consideration by the Rev. Jo Belser who, for the 3rd year, has put forth interesting topics for our consideration, be moved forward into action. This was affirmed by those present.

· VOICE: participating persons will be meeting with the mayor / vice-mayor of Alexandria and the Alexandria Redevelopment  group will be gathering with the residents and officials also.
The secretary for forthcoming meetings:
· 02-11-15 = St. Clement’s

· 05-20-15 = Emmanuel

· 09-16-15 = Christ Church

· 11-18-15 = Resurrection____________________________
· 02-17-16 = Meade Memorial

· 05-18-16 = Grace

· 09-21-16 = St. Paul’s

· 11-16-17 = Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill

A motion to adjourn at 9:05 p.m. was made and affirmed by all.

Additional information: 
· Cindi Bartol endorsed the nomination of the Rev. Jo Belser, rector of Church of the Resurrection and electronically forwarded her nomination form to the members of Region IV for endorsement which was forthcoming and sent submitted to the diocese for distribution.
· Responding to inquiry from Region IV via Annette Foster delegate from St. Clement’s, about the men’s overflow shelter, rector John Hortum+ said: our expenses for the shelter average about $12,000 each year.  These are for extra supplies and cleaning and maintenance.  We get help from a couple of parishes in addition to the Region IV’s generous gift.  We also get some donations from private individuals who are not part of our parish but who particularly want to support ua as a church who do this kind of ministry.  Peace, +John
Respectfully,

Cindi Bartol, Christ Church
Secretary for this meeting
ONCE AROUND – INFORMATION SHARED
Christ Church:
· Our main focus is celebrating the 20 year ministry of our rector, Pierce Klemmt, all fall and culminating in the reception and celebration of his retirement following his last service on November 23rd. 

· Addendum = the call and arrival of our interim rector, the Rev. John Branson who will start with us on Sunday, January 11th.

Church of Saint Clement:
1. Please spread the word to shop for your 2014 Christmas tree at Saint Clement Friday evenings 5-8:30PM, Saturday 9:30AM-7:30PM, and Sunday 11:30AM-7PM. Money earned goes to Saint Clement operations and outreach.  

2. Bishop Shannon Johnston will visit Saint Clement during a special 2:00PM Eucharist service on Sunday Nov 23.  

3. Parishioners of Saint Clement are doing advance work getting ready for the Winter Overflow Shelter, held 2 January to 15 March 2015.  Saint Clement clergy and parishioners appreciate the Winter Overflow Shelter monetary gift from the Nov 19 Region IV Council meeting. 

Emmanuel continues to be a busy and growing parish.  Our outreach ministries will benefit from the proceeds of a bake table at the TC Williams Handmade Holiday Craft Fair on November 22.  We welcome Bishop Shannon Johnston on November 23.  Adult Spiritual Formation continues weekly with a Sunday series on the  "First 3000 Years of Christianity", the Gospel of John on Tuesday morning, and the "Wired Word" on Tuesday evenings.  An Advent Gala fundraising concert and silent auction on December 6 will benefit outreach activities.  Our parish orchestra will support Advent Lessons and Carols on December 21.  On December 22, we host a concert by the St. Petersburg Quartet, a fabulous Russian men's a cappella group.  Look for posters advertising that event around Del Ray in December! In January, we will show the documentary "An American Winter" and collect warm outerwear for the children and youth of Community Lodging.  Emmanuel volunteers continue to prepare a monthly dinner at Carpenters Shelter, tutor through the Alexandria Tutoring Consortium, support the Bag Lunch program at Meade Memorial, and participate in Alive!'s Last Saturday Food Distribution.  Our Outreach team is enthusiastic about coordinating with Region IV churches to fight hunger in Alexandria.

Grace Church

· Every Week -- Sunday Choral Eucharist (9:00am & 11:15am), Sunday Holy Eucharist (7:30am & 5pm). Weekday Eucharist (Tuesday 6:30pm, Wednesday 7:00am, Thursday 12:15pm). Grace School Chapel (Friday 9:00am)

· Ordination of 6 Deacons to the Priesthood, Followed by a Reception (December 6, 10:30am)

· Advent Lessons & Carols followed by Holy Communion (December 7, 5:00pm)

· Children’s Christmas Pageant (December 14, 5:00pm)

· Christmas Eve Services, December 24 – Children’s Chapel (4:30pm), First Eucharist of Christmas (5:00pm), Holy Eucharist (7:30pm), La Santa Eucharistia (9:30pm), Midnight Mass (11:00pm)

· Christmas Day Festival Eucharist, December 25 (12:00 Noon)

· Grace Episcopal School Rocknoceros Concert (January 11, 1:00pm)

· Vocal Recital (January 31, 4:00pm)

Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill

Report to Region IV Council – Wed, Nov. 19, 2014

· Results of our 2014 Pumpkin Patch: Net = $64,069 – 2nd Best Year Ever (Best Year = 2013).

This funds our entire Outreach mission & ministry to local, regional & global needs in 2015.

· We hired a part-time Children, Youth & Family Ministries Director, John Hogg. 

John is a candidate for Holy Orders from the Diocese of Southern Virginia and a VTS alum, having graduated with a M.DIV. in May 2014. John is married to Cameron, and they have twin sons named Peter & Silas.  

We are blessed to have a “deep bench” of clergy who worship at Immanuel.  Our rector, Randy Alexander, invited those interested into a special relationship with the parish:

· Rector Emeritus – Sam Faeth & Bill Dols

· Priest Associates

· Patty Alexander – parishioner & Chaplain, St. Andrew’s School, Potomac MD

· Barney Hawkins – VTS, VP for Institutional Advancement, etc.

· Robert Heaney – VTS, Director for Anglican Communion Studies

· Jan Maas - parishioner

· Gideon Pollach –parishioner & Chaplain, Episcopal HS

· John Smucker - parishioner

· Frank Wade - parishioner
 

· A Covenant between Virginia Theological Seminary and Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill, codifying our relationship was recently created, accepted & signed. It relates to use of the new Immanuel Chapel at VTS, but is not limited to that specifically, as we seek to strengthen an already strong union. 

· The Inaugural Service for the congregation of Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill in the new Immanuel Chapel @ VTS will be on Easter Sunday, Apr 5, 2015 w/ The Rt. Rev. Ted Gulick presiding for Confirmation, Reception & Reaffirmation.

· Immanuel is spearheading an effort for one of the Year of Dedicatory Events for the new Immanuel Chapel:  It will be a Region IV Messiah Sing-a-Long on Sunday, Dec 13, 2015. It is hoped choirs & music programs of the eight Region IV parishes will join together for this wonderful musical event. 

· David Crosby, Associate Rector at Immanuel, has joined Mayor Bill Euille’s Campaign to End Bullying in Alexandria Schools.  David+ invites lay & clergy leaders in Region IV to join him at the next Stakeholder’s Mtg. Monday, Dec 8 @ 6-8pm in the Media Ctr. @ the TCW Minnie Howard campus.

